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Wildlife
Trade :

ildlife trade in Southeast Asia is a vast and escalating  food and traditional medicines for thousands of years. Today,

threat to countless wildlife species throughout the  the rapid increase in human populations, loss of natural habi-

region. Antler, gallbladder, fur, feather, ivory, horn, claw,  tat, increasing access to those remaining forests and increase
scale, skin, fin, and meat—the list of wildlife products on sale is in buying power throughout the region all combine to contribute
endless. Dead or alive, animals continue to be traded, despite the  to rising consumption of wildlife. Hunting for the commercial
existence of wildlife conservation programs in many countries  wildlife trade has wiped out many ecologically important
for over 30 years. It is even more discouraging to learn that the  species, leaving only the “empty forest” behind. The evidence
illegal wildlife trade has flourished to become one of the most is everywhere, spread throughout the biological community.

profitable black markets, second only to the narcotic trade. This is Protected area systems have been viewed as one of
a dirty multi-billion dollar business causing the loss of millions of  the best solutions to the wildlife trade issue, and is still the
wild animals every year. conservation priority for many countries in the region. This is a

Southeast Asia is a major hub for global wildlife trade  possible solution, but after 30 years of effort, conservationists
because of its extraordinarily rich biodiversity, serving as a source in this region are still losing ground. Wildlife is being depleted
for valuable wildlife products from traditional medicines to tro- from natural habitat—both inside and outside protected areas.
phies, from pets to zoo exhibits. With loopholes in legislation and an often ineffective law enforce-

Throughout tropical Asia, people have used wildlife for ~ ment scheme, illegal wildlife trade has become an international
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chain of producers, exporters and consumers, creating huge an-
nual turnover with little risk when compared to drug smuggling.

Thailand lies right in the center of the region. With ad-
vances in economy and transportation, it has become one of the
world’s largest centers for illegal wildlife trade. The country is im-
porting and re-exporting wildlife from other continents, as well as
importing products from neighboring countries through several
border markets. Even in central Bangkok today, illegal wildlife
for sale is not uncommon at the Chatuchak weekend market.

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) is an international
agreement that aims to ensure that international trade does not
threaten the survival of endangered species. Since its inception
in 1976 it has been one of the most powerful tools in fighting
the illegal international wildlife trade. After Lao’s ratification
in March this year, all 10 ASEAN countries are now members

of the convention. The diversity of religions, cultures and political
systems in the region means that numerous challenges remain in
the effective implementation and enforcement of the agreement.

Improving wildlife legislation, capacity building for enforce-
ment staff and education programs for the public have been
foundation works for effective CITES implementation in the region.
Only through international cooperation, inter-agency collaboration
within countries, and engaging with civil society can we save the
unique natural heritage of Southeast Asia for future generations.

Perhaps no matter how hard we try, the war against illegal
wildlife trade will never cease completely. To continue the struggle,
however, is not just to fight for the protection of endangered species,
it is also for the sake of humankind. In struggling against our own
destructive nature, perhaps we can prove to have the compassion
and respect for other lives to save our own.

Story: Petch Manopawitr
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